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About

Over this seven week course you will learn how to write
your own genealogical crime mystery story. You will be
lead and guided by experienced author, Nathan Dylan
Goodwin, through a range of practical sessions covering
setting, characterisation. dialogue and weaving genealogy
into your narrative. The course will have a live weekly
session with modelling, examples, workshops and
individual writing assignments. Nathan will give
formative feedback each week and summative feedback
on a final {up to) 3,000-word submission.

n Nathan Dylan Goodwin
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Groups Feed

0 Share something... Create a Post Q_ search

@ Photo GIF My Groups
9% Pilot Group ©
:"o @ Hidden - 30 members

+ Create Group

ﬂ Nathan Dylan Goodwin @
8 hours ago - posted in Pilot Group

Hi everyone

Loving the first assignments! I'll finish looking at them later tod heading out
for a Novel Guys strategy brunch right now!

I'm working on a better place for your assignments. If anyone is available to
check the 'Student Dashboard,, then click 'Assignments’ and upload a test
document to the 'Week 2 Assignments' folder that would be great. Can you see
and comment on my test doc? Thank you!

Nathan
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Session overview

Week 2 - Crafting Compelling Characters

» Review last week’s assignment

 Creating relatable protagonists / antagonists
» Genealogist as Protagonist

 Developing character back stories

» Assignment: writing sketches for your main characters
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State of Tennessee, USA- East Tennessee, Knoxville and Memphis.
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Central Theme:

1. Enmlusncmludmm:,muuumﬁ

At the beginning of Wl before Japsn bomb! and the USA enters the
war, 8 young man elopes with & young worm om Eastern Tennessee, getting
married by 8 justice of the peace. But the new groom doesn't disclose that he ls still
married to his firstwife.

. Afew months later, the newly married couple has 8 child in 8 hospitel In Knoxville.

c.

The baby died shortly after birth. The devastated couple move onto Memphis shortly
pefore Japan pombs Pearl Harpor. Thewife finds out she’s having another baby right
pefore the husband I8 drafted and shipped outto Europe. He |s killed in action-

The wife and the second baby retumn to East Tennessee and discovers that her
husband was @ bigamist having never divorced his first wife.
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The Great Galveston Storm story
— NEXT STEPS...

* Create a dedicated file for the
story

 Look at reliable sources online

* Read as many factual books as |
could

* Biographies / oral history crucial
* Visit locations if possible
* Don’t discard anything yet!
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G galvestonhistorycenter.org
https:/iwww.galvestonhistorycenter.org » research » 190... :

1900 Storm | Galveston & Texas History Center

The hurricane that destroyed Galveston on September 8, 1900, is the nation's
deadliest natural disaster. Although its death toll will never be known ...

© The 1900 Storm - Galveston, Texas
https:/iwww.1900storm.com :

The 1900 Storm - Galveston, Texas

Night of terror shaped island. A Galveston Daily News reporter in 1900 said the story
of the Sept. 8, 1900, hurricane could never truly be written.

Visit Galveston
https:/iwww.visitgalveston.com » Blog

History of The Great 1900 Storm in Galveston, TX

The Great Storm, as it is now called in history, struck Galveston on Sept. 8, 1900,
claiming the lives of more than 10,000 and taking its place in infamy.

History.com
https:/iwww.history.com » news » how-the-galveston-h... 3}

How the Galveston Hurricane of 1900 Became ...

29 Aug 2017 — The deadliest natural disaster in American history remains the 1900
hurricane in the island city of Galveston, Texas.

Galveston Historical Foundation
https://iwww.galvestonhistory.org » news » the-1900-sto...

The 1900 Storm

Galveston's 1900 Storm is one of the islands defining historical moments. It is the
largest loss of life due to natural disaster in the U.S..

Photographs

e s
Recorded Deaths

(Hamsieg) Pobrd hen spectiiy b L
St s yon for deme Aomie @
pleasal T get S, alrheonp b S e
L itan ol St il I
st Sl f b, Do Mo, e
Lasee Lave Heen ety aome
imul{u lately , Gt D mafsppesc

Faceceped et bl spestondtoy

e ool Le ./Lnéur Hiatoe

Manuscripts

?_1

StoryMap

Oral Histories




Research steps
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Research steps

On the morning of Sunday, September 9, some bodies were
buried where they were found in unmarked graves. Others
were brought by wagons to various cotton warehouses on

the Strand, which were used as temporary morgues. There
people attempted to identify the bodies.

The following day, over 700 bodies were loaded onto barges

where they were taken out to sea, weighted, and dropped
overboard. The bodies eventually washed back on the beach.

By Tuesday afternoon, September 11, with the number of
bodies growing astronomically, the Central Relief Committee
decided to burn them in funeral pyres with the wreckage. All
attempts of formal identification ended; however, jewelry
and other personal items removed from the bodies were
made available for later identification.



?IO“"H\/I@ % @&A@ﬁlb@i&&\[ crime
mystery — Case Study

* A murder. Possibly someone
killed just before storm hit.
Body found among the storm
victims. Detective suspicious.

* A missing person. Someone
disappears that night.

* A valuable artefact that goes
missing during the storm—
presumed lost.

* We see bodies being loaded onto barges and buried at sea —

one of these is relevant to the story somehow and washes
back up on shore — identified by jewelry?

* A child from the orphanage survives the storm — possibly

saved by a mysterious woman from the women’s home. Child
watches the storm roll in from the balcony?

* The artefact is of German origin - perhaps the orphan is too,

but is unaware of their heritage...

* Someone goes missing that night but no sign of the body —

possibly connected to the person who washed back up on
shore?

* |Is the artefact a piece of jewelry?

* Girl is outside of the city looking for answers to something

connected to the story — can’t get back to warn the orphan
because of the storm



Creating relatable protagovists and
Intriguing antagonists




Goodies versus baddies!

A Morton Farrier, Forensic Genealogist Story

The Wicked Trade

A Genealogical Crime Mystery




Goodies versus baddies!

"SiStephen ng, »‘On Writing

Bad (Go0d



Goodies versus baddies!
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Goodies versus baddies!

The Wicked Trade

Cast of lead characters: (all fictional, but other real
people are in the story)

Present day narrative:
Morton Farrier — lead character / genealogist

Minor lead:
Phil Garrow — ‘bad’ (antagonist)

Past narrative:
Samuel Banister — ‘good’ smuggler
Ann Fothergill - ‘good’ vagrant / apothecary / criminal

Minor lead:
Jonas Blackwood — Bow Street investigator (antagonist)



Goodies versus baddies!

The Wicked Trade

A Genealogical Crime Mystery

Cast of lead characters: (all fictional, but other
real people are in the story)

Present day narrative:
Morton Farrier — lead character / genealogist

Minor lead:
Phil Garrow — ‘bad’ (antagonist)

Past narrative:
Samuel Banister — ‘good’ smuggler
Ann Fothergill - ‘good’ vagrant / apothecary / criminal

Minor lead:
Jonas Blackwood — Bow Street investigator
(antagonist)

| 0% of the story is :

shown from the -
perspectlves of Morton
Farrier, Samuel Bamster .

and Ann Fothergill - all

of them should be liked
/ empath|sed wnth by |

Athe reader



he Galveston Storm story —
ead characters

,,;_;Based on what you know about the Galveston Storm story, _;'j;ij:-
‘_fahow many Iead characters mlght you have m the j; ast____ Sepee

"ﬁfWhat struggles / dlfflcultles do they have that endear them to

be ? L s L L e L

'fyeur mam genealoglst character'-’



he &al\/estom Storm — lead characters

"l‘Based on what you know about thIS story, how * Cast of lead characters:
.}'many Iead characters mlght you have'-’ ,»:; 4

Present day narrative:
* Morton Farrier — lead character / genealogist (mystery:
working on an aspect of his own / wife’s own genealogy)

LfWhat struggles / drffrculties do they have that
»-:endear them te the reader‘-’ Bl

-:-wh,o’are.\t‘he.—-a-ﬁtagdn;is‘ts‘i?;

- o Past narrative:
'}W'" ha"e V°u ha"e alW Othef Ieads in the « Teenager / orphan male - ‘good’ (mystery: birth parents /

.;present day, or’just your mam genealoglst o _14_; circumstances of birth)

fh'ﬂ’_'_r‘f’vc"?rf * Teenager / female trapped outside the city (mystery: what
was she doing / trying to find out outside of the city?)

* Detective — ‘good’. Trying to solve crime (mystery: trying to
solve a murder / unidentified body / stolen artefact)

* Bad man — murderer / trying to find the artefact / jewelry
(main antagonist) (mystery: what’s his motivation? How

does he know about the artefact?)



Using real people...







Gevealogist as Protagonist

Esme Quentin — female, British,
genealogist

Jayne Sinclair — female, 40s, former
detective, British, genealogist

THE IRISH
INHERITANCE

M J LEI

Anna Ames — female, British, probate

Jefferson Tayte — male, American,
IN THE genealogist

BLO OD professional genealogist

i]'!—'-*-
i

STEVE RI]BINSI]N

A THES "

BLOOD

DETE{TIVE

Nigel Barnes — male, British,

Morton Farrier — male, British, 30s-40s
genealogist

professional genealogist

DAN WADDELL|
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Genealoaist as Protagonist

Basic elements to consider:

* Hobby genealogist or professional?

* Nationality? (where are cases based?)
* Gender / age / ethnicity

* Domestic situation

More detailed character points:

Physical description

Possible city / town / village they live
— why here?

Education background

Interests outside of genealogy
Significant past relationships
Temperament

Internal / external conflicts?
Political?



— )
ndividual acﬂ\/lw E

| | | Hobby genealo
Start to think about your main genealogist Natlonahty? (

character

8'St or professnonal?

Where are cases bas >
Ge”der/<?'z‘§€?/ethn|c1 ?d )

Jot down some ideas about them, starting with ‘ Domestlc sntuat;on
the basics, then move to more detail S SRR
When your character has a choice about an . PhVSICa, descrlptlon 4oesn e *
aspect of their lives, try and think about why they ' .f_: Possuble Ctt |
have chosen it? i.e. where they live / hobbies / i Wh h y / tOWn / VIHage they hve
friendships / pets / car / vacations o Ed V ere? o

uc
Try and make them likeable but well-rounded and A | atlon baCkground s
not perfect. What are their flaws? nferests outsnde Of genealogy
ls there some mystery in their own life? (adopted Slgnlf]cant past relatlonshlps ' f
/ unknown parent / missing child?) — you don’t e _.Temperament e -
need to ‘solve’ this by the end if this story! ' i

* Internal/, external conﬂ:ctsp
S }:P O, ltlca l ? - ‘



Genealogist as Protagonist
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Assianment &=

To write a sketch for your main characters
» Start with your genealogist in the modern day
* Then work your way through your lead characters in the past narrative — use research for the time period to help you

* Include basic information and then elaborate to make them rounded characters. Try and include some conflict and mystery for each of them.
(Remember that the mysteries in the past narrative need to be wrapped up by the end but not necessarily for your main character in the modern
day)

* Present it how you like. This could be a report or in note form or subheadings or full sentences
* Try and read some fellow students work and offer constructive criticism
* Name your document your name week2

* Upload by Sunday if possible

e Thmgs to consnder'
| S;;v_{j_’Where do your characters 5|t on the contrnuum between

ﬁfﬁgood”and’bad' e b 'ff,wna
i 'vf?_;’_’_{How wnII you get readers to I|ke / empathrze wrth your malnj}sjf

' ,._‘:::What mystery doeseach cha racter have to offer the story?
. 'V,_’»?:;What mternal / external conﬂ |cts do your characters have?
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